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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is 
mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
-The manuscript title should be revised as follows; 
 
Prevalence and factors associated with trachoma among primary school children in Harari Region, Eastern 
Ethiopia 
 
-Give a clear justification why you chose a p-value of <=0.2 in the bi-variate analysis as opposed to the 
conventional p-value of 0.05. This could have erroneously included confounding variables in the 
subsequent multi-variate analysis.   
 
-What recommendations emanate from your study findings? This seems to miss in your conclusion and 
recommendations section. 
 
-Ensure consistent use of the referencing style required. Check references as some have author names 
incorrectly capitalized. 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

 
-Rewrite the highlighted sentences in order to accurately convey the intended meaning; 
 
 “Home environments were asked for how waste disposal had been managed and source of water for 
drinking and other purposes.” 
 
“It is also lower than a 5.2% China” (…are you referring to a study done in China) 
 
“This finding is also lower than that of 5% prevalence of active trachoma eye infection in school children, 
Brazil and Australia” (…studies in Brazil and Australia) 
 
-Clearly state and justify the sampling techniques used i.e. stratified sampling, simple random sampling 
etc. 
 
-Provide the inter-observer agreement ratio reached following questionnaire piloting to show reliability of 
the data collection tool  
 
-Justify use of an older version of SPSS given availability of more recent versions of the software. 

 

Optional/General comments 
 

 
-The study addresses an important knowledge gap there being no previous prevalence studies of trachoma 
among school children in Harari region.  
-References cited are up-to-date 
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