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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

Who were the experts you tapped the species identification from? What about the
key secondary literature you consulted? Kindly make us know for reliability of
information

Minor REVISION comments

Please, provide enough justification for this assertion made at the concluding part of
the paper:

‘it should be noted that this recommendation should not be applied for comparisons with
reference ecosystems.’

Optional/General comments

This excellent paper assesses and monitors the processes for forest restoration to aid in
finding out whether the proposed goals and objectives for recovering biodiversity as well as
maintaining forest sustainability are satisfactorily achieved. The study is very relevant
because forest restoration monitoring and assessment aids in arresting any potential
unforeseen occurrences that could mar the forest restoration process so that immediate
corrective measures could be undertaken.

The paper is academically rigorous, interesting, and of novelty. The methodology is robust
and replicable, while the discussions are orderly and comprehensively presented. The
conclusions drawn from the findings are valid with sound recommendations. The paper
makes a major contribution to the monitoring and assessment modules and/or approaches
to forest restoration in the field of experimental agriculture and deserves to be published in
this journal.
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