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PART 2:  
FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any) Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments 
I would suggest not to publish this article for the following reasons: 

1.      Authors only partially responded to my previous comments. Still methodology is 
unclear. How big were the trays, how much sand? What was the moisture content of sand? 
Were there any nutrients? Foliar application of the inoculant was done 7 days emergence, 
so how could in affect germination (Table 1)? The producer of the inoculant advices 100 ml 
of it per ha, but in practice this volume is diluted at least with 100 L of water! What was the 
concentration of the inoculant used in this study? 

2.      The results presented in this work are premature to publish. As I mentioned in my 
previous review experiments should be repeated and the quality of the inoculant should 
checked at the beginning. Also, roots colonization by the bacterium should be proved.  

3.      Conclusions are incorrect. For example  “The bacterial inoculation in oat and 
brachiaria seeds promoted the accumulation of fresh weight.” The seed applied 
inoculant reduced roots fresh biomass and slightly improved dry weight of roots (tab.2). 

Or,  Finally, the use of inoculant is beneficial and should be used in association with 
nitrogen fertilization”.  – this conclusion has no justification, particularly based on the 
obtained results! 

  

4.    English needs a lot of corrections. For example, “Table 1 shows 
the results obtained for percentage of germination, average number 
of leaves, shoot height and root length in relation to the evaluated 
cultures and inoculation ways of A. brasilense, were it was observed 
the there was a significant difference between treatments for the 
interaction.” 
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