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Compulsory REVISION comments

Corn is one of the most important crops in the world, being the food base of many people. The search
for technologies that increase production economically and sustainably are the goal of much scientific
research, especially in the agronomic area, as well as the desire of large companies. The possibility of
using bacteria to

improve plant performance is very interesting. Although there are several studies

demonstrating the negative or null result with the use of such microorganisms in Poaceae species, it is
necessary to perform experiments covering a greater diversity of microorganisms and species of this
family in order to clarify the interactions (or lack thereof) as proposed the present work.

Title - The title is very "open" ... Without reading the summary it seems that a greater nhumber of plant
species will be evaluated. | suggest that the word corn should be in the title and the name of the bacteria
used in the study in the "keywords".

mmhﬂimp_h - Corn is one of the oldest crops in the world (it can be mentioned since
when it is used), it is a commodity and it is important worldwide (punctuating some applications such as
food industry, bioenergy, animal feed and others). Its importance in small properties and traditional
communities (eg. indigenous).
“ > - Add a "justification".... If the positive interaction between the
plant and the bacteria is proved, what are the resulting benefits? What "technology" can be generated?

Improve and increase the discussion and conclusions of the work.

Minor REVISION comments

Bow 19 - “constituents and hormones (Taiz It al., 2017)...” (] et al.

Bows 245-246 — In “Also observed that the genetic breadth of the used material had influence on the
interaction with the microorganisms.” | believe that the term “genetic variability” or “breadth of
genetic variability” is best applied. The same applies to the paragraph between the rows 302-305.

Qptional/General comments

Bows 100-101 - Dried to constant weight?
Iable 01 - I suggest changing chart into chart or keep chart and add chart.

Bows 307-311 - Why compare with coffee? The Coffea spp. is from another family with very different
morphology than Poaceae.

Why was this corn hybrid used? Any special reason?

And, why a single hybrid? Would not it be interesting to have used others to check the difference
between genotypes?

Reviewer Details:

Name:

Suelen Alves Vianna

Department, University & Country

Instituto Agronémico de Campinas, Brazil

Created by: EA Checked by: ME

Approved by: CEO Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)




