Editor's Comment:

| have read the manuscript as well as the reviewers’ comments. The manuscript is well written but there
are some things missing. The authors state that the change in maize grain yield is attributed to the
climate change, since all agricultural practices are the same. My main concern is soil properties. Since
farmers do not use any inputs, soil fertility is likely to decrease over the years, justifying the lower maize
yields, along with climate change. This should be discussed extensively, since the same cultivars are
used for many years, suggesting that the nutrient absorption from soil is every year the same, since the
needs of a specific cultivars are the same. A soil of poor quality could be a major reason for decreased
yields.
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