Editor's Comment:

Considering the detailed assessments of the revised paper from experts in the field, | agree that
the work is valuable and worth considering for publ ication in American Journal of Experimental
Agriculture. The revision addressed the questions r aised by the reviewers and was improved with
respect to the initial submission.

Nonetheless, | recommend one minor additional improvement:

- Treatment "Ethrel mixed with palm oil" was not directly compared with treatment "Almephon".
Therefore, it would be important to know if the economic benefit observed per ha sounds indeed with the
best treatment option. For that, a validation including gain/loss in yield and quality between the two
treatments is required.
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