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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with
reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is
mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments The authors have studied the role of MMP-like proteases ADAM (a
disintegrin and metalloproteinase) 17 using IHC method in breast tumor
tissue sections.

They concluded that ADAM 17 independently has the prognostic role in
node-negative breast cancer. They also conclude ADAM17 expression
leads to differentiating indolent node-negative breast cancer from
aggressive node-negative breast cancer.

Concern to be addressed: Concluding ADAM 17 as a sole prognostic
marker of aggressive and metastatic marker need to be supported by
robust preclinical and clinical data, which the authors lack. Contradicting
this conclusion, a recent paper (British Journal of Cancer (2015) 112,
1895-1903 | doi: 10.1038/bjc.2015.163, “Targeting ADAM-17 with an
inhibitory monoclonal antibody has antitumour effects in triple-
negative breast cancer cells” has shown elegantly that EGFR is one of
the best-validated driver genes for TNBC. EGFR is normally activated
following the release of ligands such as TGFa, mediated by the two MMP-
like proteases ADAM (a disintegrin and metalloproteinase)-10 and ADAM-
17.

This reviewer would like to see the authors discuss the observations of
the above article with respect to ADAM17 expression and lack of results
(IHC) with regard to EGFR and ADAM-10 in breast tumor samples.

Minor REVISION comments Discussion needs to be precise with relevant references

Optional/General comments none
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