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Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
The conclusions are not supported by the data 
presented. Specifically, the authors state that “Th is 
study reveals that premenopausal and 
postmenopausal women with HIV infection have 
reduced estrogen and higher levels of cortisol and 
AP activity when compared to… control subjects.” 
This is not accurate. Specifically, Figure 1 indica tes 
that premenopausal women with HIV have higher 
levels (though not statistically significant) of 
estrogen than the control group. Similarly, the 
differences found between the test and control 
groups for the postmenopausal groups for AP were 
very clearly not significant.  
 
In the Discussion, the authors state that “the 
present study showed that the mean total serum 
estrogen level of HIV infected postmenopausal 
females was significantly decreased compared to 
the value in HIV infected premenopausal women...” 
however, the authors found no difference between 
estrogen levels in pre and postmenopausal control 
women. As many previous authors have 
documented differences in this population, can the 
authors speculate on why their study did not find a  
difference? 
 

 

Minor  REVISION comments 
 

Please be consistent with the spelling of the word 
“estrogen.”  
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Please remove CD4 from Figure 3. If you wish to 
present CD4 levels, please do this on a separate plot. 
As it stands, the differences for Ca, AP, Estrogen, and 
Cortisol are not legible as the CD4 values are several 
orders of magnitude greater.  
 
Similarly, as presented, some of the differences the 
authors emphasize in the Discussion are not readily 
apparent in the Results. Specifically, with the Estrogen 
levels for Pre- and Postmenopausal women presented 
on two separate figures, it is difficult to visually 
compare these differences. 

Optional /General  comments 
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