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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 
should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
It is not clear if outbreak triggers were defined and 
if containment measures were taken to control 
increasing cases. 
 

We did not use outbreak triggers in this 
manuscript. MPX in DRC is considered an 
endemic disease, with regular circulation in the 
general population. However, based on this 
study – a baseline using trends over the past 
10 years, triggers could possibly be decided to 
aid the Ministry of Health in the future to be 
more prepared to respond to an increased 
reporting of cases to determine if it could be an 
outbreak. We have added this outcome to the 
conclusion section.  

Minor REVISION comments 
 

Last para should be of recommendations saying what 
needs to be done. 
 

We have updated this to include more 
recommendations not only for improving the 
system, but additionally for aiding in early 
detection and control of the disease.  

Optional/General comments 
 

  

 


