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Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the
manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should
write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Abstract: the abbreviation “TTI” should
be written in full the first time it is used.
Show in-text citation numbers as non-
bracketed superscripts

The last sentence in introduction
implies that UBTS Strategies were not
being implemented in the study area
before the study

Methods: were the screening tests done
on the donors’ blood samples before or
after donation?

Results: there is discordance between
the age groups in the write-up to, and
within, Table 1; review the values in
Table 1;

In Table 4 write-up, and elsewhere,
revise “statistical significant” to read
“statistically significant”; the P in P-
value should be small p

Indicate whether the TTls-positive blood
donors acquired the infections through
blood transfusion or other routes; state
whether the infected blood were
transfused to recipients.

Reason given for low syphilis
prevalence among the study group was
speculative and should be expunged.
References 2, 3, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 26, 27,
28, 29 37, 39, 40, 41 and 42 are
incomplete and should be revised.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Abstract: The abbreviation "TTI “was
written in full as” Transfusion
Transmissible Infections” when first used
in the text.

The citations in the text were changed
to non-bracketed superscripts.

The last sentence about UBTS was
changed to now read “The knowledge
of the occurrence of TTIs among the
blood donors in south western Uganda
will harness the understanding of the
frequency of these highly infectious
TTIs in the region, which will in turn
foster the design and implementation
of the Uganda Blood Transfusion
Safety strategies. *

Methods: As stated in the methodology
section donors were bled after passing
the pre-donation examinations and then
the part of the donated blood were
screened for TTIs. Those blood
samples found positive were discarded
using standard procedures.

Results: The discordance in the age
groups both in the tables and in the text
were corrected and harmonized.
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6)

7)

8)

9)

In Table 4 write up and elsewhere
within the text the word statistically
significant was corrected appropriately
and P-value was changed to lower
script p-values accordingly.

As stated in number 4 above the
purpose of screening the blood samples
is to safe guard recipient from first
doing no harm to them. Therefore any
blood sample that is tested and found
to be positive for any of the TTIs are
discarded using a set standard method.
Again with the current screening
method that is being used in our setting
it is rather difficult to ascertain if to
whether the donors acquire infection
from transfusion practices or not. But
because of the robust BT screening
being conducted in the whole regions
in Uganda, the acquisition of TTIs has
drastically reduced as shown by the
result of this research.

The reason that was given for the low
prevalence of syphilis in Uganda was
expunged.

The references
NOs:2,3,15,16,17,18,19,26,27,28,29.37
,39, 40,41,42,43 were corrected plus
others that were not completed.
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Minor REVISION comments The grammatical outlay of the manuscript was fully
1. Revise the grammatical outlay of the addressed
manuscript

Optional/General comments
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