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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

This manuscript investigated "the presence of rabies 
virus neutralizing antibodies (rVNA) as well the potency 
of the rVNA in rabies occupational risk humans in Niger 
State of Nigeria, the results indicated that detectable 
titre of rVNA was recorded in 16.4% (23 of 140) viable 
human sera screened, some of the rVNA positives had 
no previously vaccination." Except the data of 
profession and detection result of rVNA, there were not 
any other data and analysis to explain this 
investigation. The difficulty to understand this 
investigation is how to explain the existence of rVNA 
among these rabies occupational risk humans who no 
rabies vaccination history previously, does this means 
the existence of rabies potential infection in these 
population and the possibility of survival for slowing 
lower rabies virus contact?  
 
Because the relatively high positive of rVNA among 
these rabies occupational risk humans in Niger State of 
Nigeria, how about the rabies epidemic in human and 
animals in this area, the opportunity of rabies infection 
in this area is higher than the other areas or other 
countries? Could you please provide some information 
or data about this, which might give some help to 
understand this investigation result.  
 
This investigation also showed that "the highest 
specific rate for rVNA of 25% each was seen amongst 
the dog butchers and pet owners followed by hunters 
(20%) and dog meat consumers (14.8%)", please give 
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a relatively more explanation about this rVNA positive 
population, such as the origin and species of the dogs 
for slaughtering and pet dog in this area, the work 
condition as well as the techniques for dog 
slaughtering in here, do you find any infection risk 
existed in the dog slaughtering or dog species through 
your investigation or analysis in this area?  

Minor REVISION comments 

 

  

Optional/General comments 
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