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Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments

The revised paper is not significantly improved. Some significant limitations still exist.

1.

Material and methods:

1.1. The authors did not address how the study measured ‘apparently healthy’
adequately. It seems the health status is a self-reported measure. If so, the
authors need to state so and explain how this self-reported measurement
were obtained.

1.2.It seems strange that the study would exclude people who know their HBV
status from the study when the aim of the study is to evaluate the
prevalence of HBV. Such exclusion would likely to result biased estimation

1.3. Chi square test is not enough. Multivariate logistic regression should be
done to determine if these risk factors were independently associated with
HBYV infection

Results: The numbers in table 3 still does not match those in table 2. According

to table 2, there are 44 HBsAg + and 28 HBsAb +. The numbers in table 3 were

40 and 7 respectively

Discussion: The authors claim that the results are reliable and valid and self

reported questionnaire were pre-tested. However a lot of items from the

questionnaire are either sensitive or subjected to recall bias. The authors need
to re-evaluate how reliable and valid of their findings.
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