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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

Albumin

Albumin levels are below the reference ranges if&gall) in
all 4 Groups on day 0. Low levels of albumin arasea by
losses (urine or faeces) but also by insufficigntpction. A
poor diet can cause hypoalbuminemia. Were the dogs
recruited in the study stray dogs? How they wedebkefore
the day 0? The progressive increase in the levetbamin
(particularly in Group 1: from 1.9 to 2.6 in oneei@ may
be subsequent to adequate food?

This must be clarified

Bilirubin

Elevations in levels of serum bilirubin (normal gan0.1 -
0.6 mg/dL) are associated with Hepatic causesr(live
damage) but also with increased red blood cellguleson
(Pre-hepatic causes) or cholestasis (Post-heaiges)
The values of bilirubin only not associated witl tdood
cell count, values of haemoglobin and liver enzyceas not
allow to say that the cause of the its increassmgally a
liver damage. Biochemistry should be therefore agpd or
definitive conclusions can not be drawn.

Cholesterol

The cholesterol levels of the Group 1 on day zeeo a

significantly lower than the other groups (lessthalf).

The significant increase in albumin in the
experimental groups at week one was most
probably due to improved diet and efficient food
absorption. Abinitio the dogs were purchased
from the local market and acclimatized for some
weeks. Although they were well fed during this
period however there was poor absorption and
assimilation due to the effect of both ecto and
endo parasites. These conditions were
adequately treated during the period of
acclimatization thus influencing the rapid
increase in albumin.

| completely agree with you on that. The data on
significant decreases in PCV and Hb have been
included in the paper to support that. Neverthele
significant increase in total bilirubin was not the
only reason for suggesting liver damage, the
presence of trypanosomos in liver tissue elitlits
release of inflammatory which causes varying
degree of liver damage.

You are right but remember science wor
with statistics and the level of significanc
Though there was a difference in data it
was not statistically significant.
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This could affect the statistical analysis. Regagdit least
cholesterol (as that the 4 Groups are not homoges)ebe
comparison should be made in each group with tiyedda

Minor REVISION comments

The dose of mebendazole used is in this study (2§@g
once a day for 3 days) is much higher than theaffeartic
advised dose in every veterinary reference(22 mgfiag a
day for 3). Although this does not seem to affbetresults,
the reader should be discouraged from using incbrre
dosages. This has to be highlighted.

There was actually an error in dose presentation.
The proper dose used was 100mg twice daily for
3 days. Although this is still higher than the
reference dose used in Western Countries
however in Nigeria, the aforementioned dose is
routinely used in treatment of endoparasites in
dogs without apparent clinical effect. Infact each
small tablet comes as 100mg given twice daily
for 3 days. Ie administered morning and night.

Optional /General comments

If the authors don't include more data (Haemocytioyme
AST, ALT) and correctly solve the major bias thepea
cannot be considered worthy of publication

There is an additional data to support the facts.
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