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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is 
mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

 
Six hundred mid stream urine samples were analyzed for the presence the infection. Though the infection is 
more common in females due to their reproductive physiology, I would like to know the condition of females 
involved in the study?  
 
In case of females were they pregnant or not as the prevalence of the infection is high during pregnancy? 
 
Did the volunteers involved in the study have a past history of UTI? Were any of the patients involved in the 
study diabetic as UTI is also associated with diabetics? 
 
Was the infection symptomatic or asymptomatic? Were the patients asked to com for a follow up to 
understand the condition of the infection? 
 
Did the author come across any patient with pyuric condition (pus cells in urine)? Did these have a past 
history of UTI or were they diabetic? 
 
Apart from plate technique, did the author perform any other biochemical test to confirm the identity of the 
organism? 
 
Did the author perform any test to comprehend the biofilm forming ability of the organism if there were any as 
biofilm plays a vital role in causing the infection and majority of pathogens associated with UTI are biofilm 
producers? 
 
The study has highlighted the significance of a plant extract in inhibiting the pathogen. Did the study make any 
attempts to find out the various components present in the extract through any chromatography technique and 
reveal the exact component with anti microbial activity? 
 
The author has mentioned the MIC ranging from 5 to 50 mg/ml. I would like to know if any tests were 
performed to find out the maximum growth of the organisms [I mean at which hour or after how many hours 
the organism has reached its maximum density (is it after 12

th
 hour or after 18 or 24 hrs) and I would like to 

know if the plant extract was able to inhibit the organism at its best hour of growth, when the density was 
maximum)? 
 
The author claims that the methanol extracts of the plant component was more effective than the chloroform 
extracts. Can the author site any specific reason for this?  
Does methanol enhances the efficacy of the plant extract or does any active component of the plant extract 
gets activated in presence of methanol which enhances the antimicrobial nature of the extract? 
 
In the result section the author discloses that the infection is nosocomial and is associated with hospitals as 
42 positive cases are found in one of the hospital. What could be the reason for this? Does the author feel that 
hygienic aspects maintained at the hospitals are responsible for this extent of prevalence or is it because of 
resistance gained by the organisms towards commonly used antimicrobial drugs? 
 
Table 1 in the result section depict the locations and the extent of positive cases Does the author mean to say 
that UTI is endemic and it solely depends up on the geographical location and the ability of the pathogen in 
that location to confer the infection? 
 
Table 2 in the result section displays the different age groups and the extent of infection in these patients? 
Can it be generalized that the age of a person is directly related to the prevalence of the infection? The 
isolates like E. coli, K. pneumonia and S. aureus have been isolated from patients from 51 to 60 which confirm 
this. S. aureus is also known for compromising an individual’s immune system. So is it right to come to a 
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conclusion that age factor is vital in the prevalence of the infection? I would like to get the author’s point of 
view. 
But as the age progresses the amount of isolates have reduced? Can the author provide his/her point of view 
on this aspect? 
 
Table 5 in the result section shows the antibiotic resistance pattern exhibited by different isolates of gram 
positive bacteria and it is obvious that erythromycin is better when compared to other agents as the 
percentage if resistance was low. Which method was followed by the author? Was it disc method or well 
method? What was the concentration of the antibiotics? Did that author try to mix up the antibiotic with the 
plant extract and check it efficacy on the microorganism? 
 
It is clear from the tables 5 and 6 that Gram positive isolates have shown a better degree of resistance 
towards antimicrobial agents when compared to Gram negative bacteria? What could be the reason for this? 
Is it the genetics of the organism that makes it tough or are there any other factors responsible for this 
behavior of the organism? 
 
In the discussion section in the 6

th
 line, the author is mentions about six hormones during pregnancy and their 

role in UTI. What are these six hormones? Is it six hormones or sex hormones? Clarify? 
 

Minor REVISION comments 
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