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The authors have addressed my comments
and suggestions with the exception of the most
important short-coming of this study, the
differentiation among the decompensated
group. The authors simply say this was not the
purpose of the study and, therefore, they do
not separate chronic liver disease
characterized by decompensated hepatitis
disorders, where protein synthesis is not
compromised, from those having cirrhotic
features, where protein synthetic activity is
clearly compromised. They actually then have
a small sample population. Yet, their
conclusion is actually based on this
differentiation. | understand that novelty is not a
criterion to reject a paper, but what the authors
have shown has been addressed and
answered multiple times, as indicated in their
references, and their paper does not add
anything to the literature. In fact, because they
do not sort the various groups of chronic,
decompensated liver disease, their work
potentially confuses what we know about the
correlations.
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