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Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

The study is of potential interest but it does not answer 
to the key question: "is type II diabetes by itself able to 
modify MiR-377 and MiR-29a?" Only after we will know 
whether (and how much) diabetes affects the two MiR 
it will be possible to clarify the possible role of MiR-377 
and MiR-29a on the pathogenesis of diabetic 
nephropathy. 
To reach this aim it will be necessary to study: a) a 
group of type II diabetic patients with normal renal 
function and with age and duration of diabetes similar 
to the group of diabetic patients with microalbuminuria 
and b) a group of type II diabetic patients with normal 
renal function and with age and duration of diabetes 
similar to the group of diabetic patients with 
macroalbuminuria. 
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