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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

Minor REVISION comments

Title

The title could be revised to exclude pyrethrin.
Pyrethrin was used as a standard to compare with
activity of the plant extracts and not part of the
extracts

Materials and Methods

Provide a brief description or reasons for using
sand/sawdust in this experimental setup.

2.4: Processing of the sawdust and sand samples.
The use of sawdust may have come from treated
wood/timber which may contain chemicals. How
was sawdust treated apart from just drying in room
temperature and how were chemical residues
cleared from dust - if any.

Line 76 in 2.6 In vitro acaricidal efficacy test should

be corrected to have (n=13) to differentiate from
reference.

Line 77: .....containing either extracted powder ....
acaricide .......
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Line 97 -98: the sentence line does not make sense -
where does packed cell volume and table for mean
parasite count comes in?? Where is the Table in the MS
text??

Results
The text is OK.

Figure 1: This is an interesting graph - what it clearly
shows is that more than half (>50%) of ticks were killed
within 3 days by different experimental conditions -even
under control environment except for 100% sand. How
can this observation be explained?

As for the sawdust, it behaved similar to seed extracts of
the plant. This raises question whether chemicals were
present in the dust. One would have expects sawdust to
behave like sand. Require explanation as well.

Figure 2: Sand seemed to have a positive effect on the
survival of ticks

Acar50/SD has been explained but what are R50 or S50
represent. Need clarification as footnote under each Fig 1
and Fig 2.
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Optional /General comments

General comments

The investigator assessed the Azadrichta indica
plant extracts on the tick incubated under different
conditions. The study design has been well thought
out and manuscript is generally written well.
However, there are some minor issues that needs to
be addressed.
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