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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

In this study serum concentration of TNF-alpha, adiponectin, 

visfatin and RANKL as well as the expression of midkine in 

peripheral blood cells was measured in 40 newly diagnosed 

patients with rheumatoid arthritis and 20 matched control 

subjects. It is demonstrated that these cyto- and adipokines 

were elevated in RA patients, were higher in active vs. inactive 

RA subgroup, and were positively correlated with DAS-28. The 

study is well-performed and the manuscript is in general well-

written. However, there are also some important concerns: 

1) The results are not entirely innovative since at least 

some of these factors have been previously measured 

in RA. 

2) Adiponectin is mentioned as the proinflammatory 

adipokine in several places in the manuscript. 

Although adiponectin is proinflammatory in some 

systems, it reduced inflammation in the majority of 

studies. Thus, it should not be classified as 

“proinflammatory”. 

3) It is suggested that adipokines of interest could be 

useful in diagnosis and/or monitoring of RA. This is 

the over-interpretation of results. Diagnostic value of 

adipokines was not compared to traditional criteria in 

this study. In addition, as all patients were with 

recently diagnosed RA, nothing about monitoring 

could be concluded. 

4) What kind of adiponectin (total or HMW) was 

measured? 

5) Some details about ELISA kits should be provided 

such as detection limit, intra- and interassay 

coefficients of variation. 

6) Correlations between adipo- and cytokines measured 

in this study should be analysed. In addition, some 

multivariate analysis would be interesting, for 

 



 

 

SDI Review Form 1.6 

Created by: EA               Checked by: ME                                             Approved by: CEO     Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)  

example to establish which of adipo- and cytokines of 

interest are the strongest and independent predictors 

of RA severity. 

Minor REVISION comments 

 

1) It should be specified in the Abstract that MDK 

mRNA was measured in peripheral blood cells. 

2) Page 1: TNF-alpha is classified as the adipokine 

which is not strictly correct. Although TNF-alpha 

is produced by adipose tissues, there are  other 

sources of it such as inflammatory cells. Thus, 

especially if measured only in serum, TNF-alpha 

should not be classified as the adipokine because 

the source of its elevation is not clear. 
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