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Original Research Article

Jute sector development — The need of linkage between research,

farmers and industry

Abstract
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views on jute fibre production and procurement showed that 86.5 per cent of the respondents
were of the opinion that retting method to be improved so that no part of the fibre goes as

wastage. Most of the respondents (78.5%) had opined that there should be more participation

study.
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Introduction

lakh persons in the tertiary sector and allied activities. Jute is the cash crop for the poor and
the marginal farmers in India and it continues to be an important commodity for employment

and source of income for them. The jute agriculture was adversely affected after partition of

‘facesL stiff competition from its cheaper substitutes and is beset with many problems. The \\[Comment [U27]: U

the jute farmers as well as industry. The present study was designed with the following

objectives

‘1. To analyse the constraints faced by the farmers in profitable jute cultivation
2. To analyse the constraints faced by the industry in jute procurement,
processing and marketing

3. To develop a model for strengthening the ﬁute sectorU
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Methodology:

jute exports as well as internal consumption. Looking into the nature of ﬁesearch problem‘L |

Expost facto research design was selected as the present investigation ‘dealsL with a

phenomenon which has already occurred.
Results and discussion

\Constraints faced by farmers in profitable jute cultivation{ B

The major constraints faced by the farmers in profitable jute ‘cultivation‘ were listed b .

-
N
~

The highest ranked constraint was lack of organised market (RBQ 92.15). Many times
the farmers had to sell their product below minimum support price in order to meet their daily

home requirements. This distress sale had resulted in lose of interest and confidence in jute -

90.76). the labour charges had increased considerably since last few years but the price

received for jute fibre by the farmers had not increased proportionately. This gap had
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of nail weeder in jute which had resulted in drastic reduction of the number of labour required

for weeding operation. But the labour requirement during retting operation is apparent which

high cost of labour for the retting operation. The other constraints were related to water

above results
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Commodity Interest Groups. These groups can be trained on grading of fibres and can be an
effective link between farmers and Industry. Most of the Jute mills also accepted to procure
jute from such groups provided they are well trained on grading and supported by any

government source like Jute Corporation of India.

processing technology related information. A strong linkage where both fibre quality related

and processing technology related information or feedback sharing is very much required for
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overall growth of the jute sector. By considering all the above aspects, a linkage model \is{ B

suggested for the better performance of the jute sector.(Fig-2).

Conclusion:

Uute is a commercial fibre crop which plays a significant role in the economy of Asian
material for packaging industries only. But it has now emerged as a versatile raw material for
diverse applications, such as, in the textile industries, in the paper industries, in building and

automotive industries, use as soil saver, use as decorative and furnishing materials, etc. Raw

jute being bio-degradable and annually renewable source, it is considered as an environment-

friendly crop. For the sustainability of jute sector, it is required to keep both the farmers as
well as jute industry sustainable. This can be done by addressing the constraints experienced
by the jute growers and jute industry to an extent. The model suggested for the better
performance of the jute sector can be executed with the cooperation of all the stake holders
involved like the farmers interest groups /commodity interest groups, state level extension
agency, research system, jute industry etc. The model developed from the study }will throw

holders in the jute sector.
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Sl. Constraints RBQ | Rank

No

1 Non availability of labour 79.93 5
2 High cost of labour 90.76 2
3 Lack of knowledge about fibre grades 80.20 4
4 Middle men 89.65 3
5 No organized market 92.15 1
6 Insect pest attack 46.87 7
7 Water crisis during sowing 67.70 6
8 Water crisis during retting 43.54 9
9 Lack of space for storing the fibre 21.66 12
10 Lack of availability of quality seeds 41.66 10
11 Problem of weeds 30.48 11
12 Lack of knowledge about variety 46.04 8
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158  Table 2: Rank Based quotients for the constraints faced by industries in profitable jute
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Constraint RBQ | Rigk
Labour availability 0.99 |1
Labour cost 0.86 |[21°1
Sufficient Fibre availability 022 |15
Fibre quality not up to the mark (Lack of fine fibre) | 0.54 |7 '°*
Less storage facility 022 | 14
Competition from other similar synthetic products | 0.68 | 3163
Lack of latest machineries 0.55 |6
Middle men 0.57 | 5164
Demand Constraint 0.63 |4
Dominance of single product-sacking 048 |19, .
Dominance of domestic consumption 0.39 |13
Non exploitation of Export market potential 045 |11
Absence of institutionalized marketing effort 0.53 | 8166
Lack of awareness of jute in developed nations 049 |9
Lack of process and quality controls 0.43 | 1267
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