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highlight that part in the manuscript.
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Compulsory REVISION comments

Improve statistical analysis of the results.

Improve scientific quality of the paper, leaving out colloquial or
objectionable sentences (e.g. ... as the owner is not subjected to
insults and intimidation by a landlord).

The percentages allocated to each type of cause of failure are
not correct, because in reality almost all failures have more than
one cause.

The anomalies must be classified in terms of extent and gravity.
The text should be cleaned of long descriptions on very basic
common-knowledge aspects.

The topographical location is not a cause of failure
(environmental conditions might be).

Some of the technical descriptions contain serious conceptual
errors (like the confusion between ground water-related issues
and water in the roofs).

The literature review and list of references are very poor.

Minor REVISION comments

Improve the English text (there are some spelling and grammar
errors, including missing words)

Maintenance is never “almost 50 per cent of the total turnover of
the construction industry” in any country, unless repair is
included.

“Useful life” should be named “service life”.

Nigerian currency should be concerted to US dollars or Euros.

Optional/General comments

The paper not only does not provide any novelty (even though it
is identified as an original research article) but it also relies simply
relies on what is commonly called good practices. In other words
the causes of roof failures identified in the paper are almost all
gross incompliances of those good practices in terms of
materials’ choice, design, execution and maintenance. Anyone
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familiar with roofs will learn nothing from reading the paper.
To sum it up, this paper is unsuitable for a scientific journal and,
with major revision, might be suitable for a technical journal.
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