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Compulsory 
REVISION 
comments 
 

1) It should be justified why patients with HCV type 3 a and not other 
virus types were included. 

2) The results are of limited  novelty; several stu dies on the topic 
have been published before. 

3) It should be specified how virus type was determ ined. 
4) It should be specified how HCC was diagnosed. 
5) More details about antibody measurement should b e presented. In 

particular, it is important what antibodies were me asured (anty-
Tgb, anti-TPO, total?). 

6) In the Discussion, authors should focus on diffe rences in the 
prevalence of antibodies between subgroups and poss ible effect of 
interferon therapy rather than on specific numbers.  

7) Why thyroid function tests (T4, TSH) were not pe rformed? 
8) Clinical data about HCV infection (asymptomatic,  elevation of liver 

enzymes, clinical symptoms) should be provided. 
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