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Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

The number of patients (33 males and only 17 
females) is not enough for conclusions special for 
the fact that males have anti-thyroid antibodies 
(ATA) more frequent than females, but we know 
that in all studies is opposite. 
The autors pointed that high prevalence of ATA  in 
the untreated patients and in males suggeste 
association of ATA with 3a genotype. There is no 
base for that claim because in this and other 
studies association of ATA with other genotypes ( 
for example genotype 1) is not known. Is HCV 
genotype is important for ATA appearance? The 
only way is to compare.  
 The authors should add in study at least 15-20 
patients with genotype 1 and compare association 
with ATA. 

It was a pilot study, therefore, only limited 
number of subjects were recruited for this 
project 
 
 
HCV genotype 3a has been chosen for this 
study because it is the most prevalent 
genotype in Pakistan (Rasheed A, Ullah S, 
Naeem S, Zubair M, Ahmad W, Hussain Z. 
2014. Occurrence of HCV genotypes in 
different age groups of patients from Lahore, 
Pakistan. Adv. life sci., 1(2), pp. 89-95.). 
 
Since this pilot project is over now, therefore, 
no more subjects can be recruited but these 
valuable suggestions will be considered in 
further studies on the same topic 

Minor  REVISION comments 
 

  

Optional /General  comments   
 


