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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

This paper addresses a timely topic analyzing Iraq’s
import and export trade patterns and their
repercussions. The paper is well written and very east
to read. However, there is no literature review. The
organization of the paper is also good.

In addition, the contribution of the paper to the
existing body of knowledge is somewhat significant
given that there are a handful of studies done in this
area related to Iraq.

One of the main limitations of the paper is that the
paper is purely descriptive and there is no
quantitative analysis of trade patterns. If the author
introduces a quantitative analysis, the manuscript will
become scientifically robust and technically sound.

The manuscript does require some revisions.

None of the 13 references is mentioned anywhere in
the body of the paper.

Minor REVISION comments

The author should have included data sources for Figures
1, 2, 3, and 4.

In Line 187, “raise” should be changed to “rise”.

In Line 198, 2012 should be changed to 2013.
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In Line 242, the definition of trade balance should be
changed to the difference between exports and imports.

In Line 247, 2012 should be changed to 2013.

Optional /General comments

The author has not mentioned where the data came from.
Online databases from International Monetary Fund have
extensive trade data on Iraq’ trade and they could be

used to perform a quantitative analysis of trade patterns.
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