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PART 2:

FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any)

Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments

Unacceptable response on the part of the author(s). No changes were made, despite the
problems with statistics in the manuscript.

‘Random sampling’ is not a technique. There are many things similar, like ‘stratified random
sampling’, ‘simple random sampling’, etc., so perhaps the authors should consider elaborating
on their statistical model.

How were the data analyzed? ANOVA? ANCOVA? Some type of regression? How did they find
where the difference lay? No tests are mentioned. No standard deviation is given, no P values.
No conclusions can be drawn without statistical analysis, as this is the backbone of scientific
research. Microbiologist or not, you still have to use statistics.
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