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Provide information on the control

Were the SCD patients in steady state or crisis?

What type of blood samples were collected; fasting or random?

From which part of the body was the blood sample taken?

Include the country of origin of the AAS

There is a serious omission; the correlation analyses for the controls.

Are the authors suggesting there was no correlation analyses for the controls? The
authors claim that there was correlation analysis. This should involve the cases
and controls. However, the graphs show results for the cases. What about the
controls? Without the controls, the report is incomplete.

From literature of previous work, what are the levels of zinc and copper in sickle
cell subjects and healthy controls? Some studies show there is inverse relation
between copper and zinc. The discussion should clarify this.

What is the implication of the inverse relation?

Is there any comment on the difference in r for the two metals?
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There is no need to include the range of values of zinc and copper in Table 1.
Check on the correct units for the Cu and Zinc. The abstracts gives the units as
ng/L but the tables give mg/L
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