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Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

There is no requirement of compulsory revision. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minor REVISION comments 
 

There is no requirement of compulsory revision. 
 
 
 
 

 

Optional/General comments 
 

As authors mentioned in the abstract, the main contribution of this research is to propose a 
new approach to incorporate cluster dependence in generalized linear Poisson mixed 
models for count responses from dependent clusters, in which the cluster dependence of 
adjacent cluster is incorporated at two stages through covariates of adjacent clusters and 
correlation structure of model random errors (lines 151 – 155). Authors also make serious 
simulation and experiment for comparing their approach with Monte Carlo likelihood (MCL) 
method and Penalized Quasi-likelihood (PQL) method. This is an excellent original 
methodological research, which is very worthy to be published. 
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