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Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

Please submit the manuscript to a language editing service to improve the clarity of the
manuscript. This will facilitate readers in understanding the experiments.

Please mention if any experiments were done to test the wash fastness of the neem-based
dye.

In addition, please mention if any mordant was tested.

The authors should expose solutions of the extracted dye (at all concentrations) to daylight
for 160 hours. The exposed and unexposed dye samples should be tested using TLC to
see if the chemical structure of the dye (mainly chlorophyll) has changed after exposure to
light. If there is no difference, the authors can conclude that the dye—fabric structure or
fabric surface structure has changed after exposure.

The author would like to thank the reviewer for his/her effort

Done

An experiment is done to test the wash fastness of the neem-based dye.
Statements are added: in the abstract, at the end of experimental details
(subsection 2.2.4), at the end of results and discussion section (subsection
3.4) and in the conclusion.

The dyeing process was done without the application of any mordant.
Statement is added in the manuscript (Line 4 — subsection 2.1.1).

Statement is added at the end of subsection 2.1.1.

Minor REVISION comments

Please add a small note on whether the surface of the silk fabric was affected adversely at
pH 5.0

Please clarify whether the “undyed” fabric was completely untreated (was the fabric heated
in a liquor that did not contain any colouring matter?).

It would be informative to the reader if microscopic images of the undyed and dyed fabric
were provided to support the statement that the dyeing process changed the physical
properties of the fabric.

The dye extract medium of ph=5.0 can be considered as a moderate acidic
medium, so the surface of the silk fabrics under investigation does not
affected negatively.

“Undyed” fabric was completely untreated. The fabric did not heat in any
liquor.

In a coming research, microscopic image of each the undyed and dyed fabrics
will be taken to make correlation between it and other physical properties
(thermal, mechanical ....etc).

Optional/General comments

The paper presents interesting information.

Created by: EA Checked by: ME

Approved by: CEO Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)




