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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

Lack of data supporting disease effects on pod yield and 

quality. 

Alternate analysis of data (nonparametric statistics and 

Area Under Disease Progress Curve) must to be 

considered. 

Pathogen isolation and characterization are required in 

order to determine race, pathogenicity, aggressiveness 

and virulence. 

Determination of host Genotype x Environment 

interaction is required to assess stability of plant disease 

resistance. 

 

Minor REVISION comments 

 

Uniform use of symbols is suggested  (ºC must be 

changed for ºC; line 132). 

Recommendations must be supported by the obtained 

data.  

Sites for French bean germplasm screening for ALS 

resistance need to be corroborated due to significant 

variation observed for pathogen diversity and incidence 

levels across locations and years. Marker assisted 

selection (MAS) also need to be considered. 

Parent selection and breeding programs need to be 

implemented in order to increment ALS resistance levels 

in French beans cultivated in western Kenya. 

 

French beans represent a group in common bean 

germplasm, only two genepools are recognized (Andean 

and Mesoamerican). 
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Optional/General comments 

 

 

Lack of discussion for the escape influence (phenology 

effects) on cultivar field response to pathogen incidence.  

Escape could be related to the moderate level of 

resistance against ALS observed in some cultivars. 

 

According to CIAT´s standard system, recommended 

phenological stages for pathogen evaluation are R6 

(flowering stage) and R8 (seed filling period). 
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