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Compulsory REVISION comments

Title:

Use “Hepatitis B Surface Antigen” instead of “Antigen HBs"’

2" page, row 37: “viral hepatitis B screening is performed on less than 50% of blood bags
in most African countries” old references. This is no longer happening. Please, clarify which
countries are not performing Hepatitis B surface screening for blood donors.

Methods:

Which donor selection criteria is adopted in your area? Are the exclusion criteria mentioned
in rows 55 and 56 are the only to be excluded in your blood bank?

Page 4: Table: Association between socio-demographic characteristics and positive
serology for HBs antigen. No data was shown about the number of positive HBsAg among
different sociodemographic categories. Regarding gender, most donors were males
(82.5%), what is the percent of positive HBsAg among males and females in the studied
population?

Page 5: What is meant by: “Niveau d’instruction” and “Matrimonial status”. The article
should be in Arabic
All over the article: replace “family donors” by “family/replacement donors”.

Minor REVISION comments

1% page, row 12: “donor status” what is meant by status? do you mean voluntary or family

replacement donor?
1% page, row 14: DBS abbreviation is not recommended in abstract.
1% page, row 18: No previous mentioning of “Kisangani” as it (ISANGI) is the previously
mentioned zone/area. Where is “Kisangani”?
nd .
2" page, row 38: incomplete sentence?
2 page, row 42: use “lab. or blood bank” instead of “environments”.
2 page, row 43: ELISA is a method not an equipment.
2 page, row 44: What is meant by “altered general state”...rephrase

Results:

What is the difference between “pupils” and “students” in the first table?

Regarding the marital status in the first table, do you mean “not married” or “live alone”.
The “not married” includes students living with their parents???

Rows 71, 72, 75 and 76 please rephrase. (bad language).

page 6, row 88: delete “Africa”.

Row 89: What is “DBS"?

Rows 91 and 92: “HBsAg, HBcAg, HBcAb, HBeAqg, HBeAQg” revise, please. Repeated
marker and listing of HBsAg between the markers?

Rows 97 and 108: Remove the initials of the authors’ names.

Row 108: “higher blood donors” do you mean highly educated?

Rows 111 and 112: You may replace this phrase by means to encourage this category of
donors and suggesting educational programs for the other categories (low-educated and
jobless).

Row 113: more clarification about “living alone” in the current study is needed. Was the
guestionnaire used to collect the data included “living alone” or “not married”?
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