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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

1. The microbial loads were measured in CFU/g and differed by several orders of
magnitude between various groups of microorganisms (Figs. 1 and 4). How these data
were transformed and presented in percentage (Figs. 2, 3 and 5, 6, respectively)? See
also Abstract, I. 13 - 15.

2. Similarly, the “Prevalence rate (%)” (Table 1 and 2) calculation must be explained.
3. What does “Particle Size (%)” (Tables 3 and 4, Fig. 10) mean?

4. References to the methods mentioned in the sections 2.4 and 2.5 of Materials and
Methods must be presented.

Particle size in Table 3 and 4 stands for sand, clay and slit

Reference in section 2.4. Sited as APHA, 1998

The CFU/g were transformed to log CFU/g

% Abundance was calculated thus: log of CFU/g of a particular microbial

group divided by sum of log of CFU/g of all the microbial group multiplied by
100

Minor REVISION comments

Optional/General comments
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