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 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed 

with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that 

part in the manuscript. It is 

mandatory that authors should 

write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION 

comments 

Where are the experiments with different ratios of polymer? that with pure alginate 
 

 

Minor REVISION 

comments 

 

Abstract: your information is enough but in order to attract the attention of more readers 

(materials scientists, which are a lot) you can add a sentence telling your product "is an 

environmentally friendly composite based on bark and alginate" 

 

Page 2- the references cited up to line 29 are not necessary 

 

Line 52: age of the plant? season of harvest? if you cannot give the final humidity content 

of bark, mention how many days it was dried at least 

 

Line 60: 4% w/w. This should be w/v since you dont know the density of your alginate 

suspension 

 

Line 74: in this section inform if salts were hydrated or write the whole formula of your 

reagents. 

 

Page 111: immobilized oleifera? 

 

Figure 2- put 90 as the lowest value in your Y axis. 

 

Line 154: add + (plus symbol) to Na 

 

Figure 3. rescale Y axis. start from 90 to accentuate the changes 

 

Fig 4: rescale. 
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Line 179. That first sentence is repeated. Delte it 

 

Line 182-184: confuse sentence. Rewrite it. 

 

Figure 5: it would be useful to express the ion uptake in ppm, not in percentage. this 

behaviour is likely due to the fact that the bark composite is not saturated yet 

 

Conclusion: “indicates that M. oliefera bark which is widely available at low cost can 190 

be used as an efficient biomaterial for the removal”. 

Not only the bark. alginate also plays an important role. you should mention the whole 

bark alginate composite. by the way...where are the experiments with different ratios of 

polymer? that with pure alginate 

Optional/General 
comments 
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