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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is 

mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory 

REVISION 

comments 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 1. To be removed to the paragraph: from line 64 to 84.  

 2. Situation of HAT in DRC as stated from line 87 to 101 should 

be put directly after line 30. 

 

STUDY SETTING 

1. To be removed: from line 152 to 165 as there is no link 

between the acquisition of HAT and political organization of a 

city. 

 2. Paragraph titled “Economy and living conditions” should be 

put together and titled “socio-economic conditions”. In that 

paragraph, socio-economic level of populations should be 

described. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your helpful comments. 

INTRODUCTION 
1. As per your suggestion, we have removed the 

paragraph from line 64 to 84 in the original 
submission.  

2. Section from line 87 to line 101 was moved 
directly after line in original submission. 
However, due to other request to create clear 
sub-sections under the introduction, there was 
no way to keep the structure of the introduction 
as it was before. 

STUDY SETTING 
1. Line 152 to line 165 has been removed 
2. We have put together the paragraph titled 

“Economy and living conditions” and the 
paragraph on “socio-economic conditions.” 
Since this section is crucial for the 
understanding of the way the environment 
affects the spread of the infection, we have 
further enriched this new combined section 
with additional data. This new section now 
takes about 2 pages. It runs from line 148 to 
line 234. 
  

STUDY JUSTIFICATION AND AIMS 
The purpose has been clarified. Clarification can be 
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STUDY JUSTIFICATION AND AIMS 

The purpose of identifying risk factors of HAT in Mbuji-May I is 

not well clarified. 

 

A discussion section must be included in the paper. 

Do not repeat results in the interpretation section.   

seen in newer version: Line 252-line 264. 
A discussion section has been included in the paper. It does 

and it does not repeat results in the interpretation section.   
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Minor REVISION 

comments 

 

Name of species and sub species should be written in italic. 

Reference number should be put before the full stop 

outstanding the end of the sentence. 

 

MATERIAL AND METHODOLOGY: As there is no list of material 

used, the word Material should be removed.  

 

Name of species and sub species have been thoroughly written 

in italic. See highlights in the new text. 

Reference numbers have been put before the full stop 

outstanding the end of the sentence. 

MATERIAL AND METHODOLOGY: We do not agree with this 

request as we consider that our study involves the analysis of 

the data that have been collected. These data do represent 

study materials. However, we have preferred to comply with 

the request as it does not make a major difference to have that 

title either way. 

 

Optional/General 

comments 

 

This paper provides good information as regards risk factors of 

HAT in Mbuji-May I, a sub urban focus. Despite encouraging 

efforts, sleeping sickness is still endemic in many areas in DRC. 

Knowledge of transmission modalities could improve disease 

control.   

 

As a matter of accuracy, note that conclusion section in regular 

articles is made of only few sentences found at the end of the 

paper. Findings are interpreted in a section called “Discussion”. 

 

 

 

Authors should clarify the study-design process. Were the 60 

HAT cases selected only in the basis of their positivity after 

CATT test or also after parasitological test? Which 

parasitological test allows the diagnosis of infected patients?  

 

It should have been better for authors to provide also data 

about the presence or not of tsetse flies in areas frequented by 

populations during their activities.  

 

For ethical issues, why do authors not used a written consent 

and allows parents (adults) for children under 18 to sign it?  

 

Thank you. No further comments! 

 

 

 

 

 

We have created a shorter conclusion after the discussion 

section.  The discussion section runs from line 473 to line 566 

in the newer text. The conclusion section runs from line 570 to 

line 603. 

We have clarified the study-design process and we have 

provided two end notes to explain our understanding of the 

role of the CATT test. We have also briefly explained the 

parasitological tests in the same end notes. See end of paper 

after the references section. 

 

This study was more focused and it was not designed to 

determine the presence or not of tsetse flies in areas 

frequented by populations during their activities Given needed 

resources we would be glad to pursue another study on this 

dimension. 

We had developed the protocols for data collection under the 

understanding that the study involved minimal risks for the 

subjects. These protocols were approved and we proceeded 
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Authors should rewrite the discussion section titled 

“conclusion” by avoiding repetition of data already shown in 

results section.  

 

This manuscript should be given to an English speaking person 

to correct the English mistakes. 

 

Other remarks can be found in the manuscript. 

 

 

 

 

 

A written consent should have been better. 

with data collection under that coverage of the approval by the 

ethics committee. We have provided further details about the 

approval and the data collection procedures in the newer text 

of the manuscript.  

We have asked an English-speaking colleague to correct 

English mistakes. The new text incorporates the corrections 

made through the kindness of this colleague. 

 

We have identified the other remarks and we have addressed 

them as requested. Please see below a section of each remark 

and then a section of the new paper showing what and how 

corrections were made. 

 

In the hindsight, we agree with you and we are prepared to 

take this suggestion into account for our upcoming research 

projects. 
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You suggested that we deleted the paragraph running from 151-161 and we did remove it. 

You can see that it is gone, non-existent in the newer text. 

 

 
 

You suggested that we make some corrections in the paragraph running from 190 through line 

206 and we made these corrections. You can see this in the paragraphs running from line 242   

through line 265 in the new text where we have specifically written the following: 
 

3.1. Situation of HAT in eastern Kasai Province:  

HAT due to Trypanosoma brucei gambiense is endemo-epidemic in Eastern Kasaï-province. In 2009, 869 new HAT cases were declared. Since 
2010 to nowadays, there is a stagnation of the annual number of new cases of HAT, with an annual average of 533 cases of HAT- infected 
patients declared [2]. 

During 2012, a total of 95 cases of HAT infected patients (source population) has been identified and treated at HAT referral and treatment center 
of Dipumba (RTC) in Mbuji-Mayi. Among these patients, 60 (63.2 %) were residents of the city of Mbuji-Mayi. These 60 cases constituted our 
study sample. The other patients (35 or 36.8 per cent) were transferred from other sites outside of Mbuji Mayi to the Referral and Treatment 
Center (DIPUMBA) for intake and management [2]. 
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3.2. Study Site Justification and Aims of the Study:  
This study is needed at this juncture for at least three major reasons. Firstly, it focuses on the DRC, a country that is most affected by HAT. 
Secondly, it targets a Congolese province that is ranked as the second worst place in terms of HAT incidence. Thirdly, it looks at a major city at a 
time where there is not yet a clear understanding of the risk factors that make cities particularly vulnerable to HAT infection. Modalities of 
transmission and disease expansion in Mbuji Mayi are poorly known. Nobody so far has conducted a study on the social conditions, space 
occupation and human behavior of HAT patients in that area. In the present study, we want to identify the risk factors of HAT infection in Mbuji-
Mayi and we particularly emphasize the socio-demographic characteristics and the human factors that contribute to its transmission. Our aim is to 
provide a better understanding of the epidemiology of HAT and facilitate the formulation of effective interventions for the prevention of HAT 
infection in Mbuji Mayi and in other African cities. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

SDI Review Form 1.6 

Created by: EA               Checked by: ME                                             Approved by: CEO     Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)  

You suggested that we make some corrections in the paragraph running from 207 through line 

221 and we made these corrections. You can see this in the paragraphs running from line 267   

through line 305 in the new text. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
You made some comments/suggestions about the participation of children in the study (line 252). We have revised the paragraph to 
provide further details. These details can be found in the new text from line 338 through line 355. 
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You made some comments/suggestions about the terms “diseases” (line 333), “cases” (line 346) and “THA” (line 353). We have 
revised the paragraph to correct these errors. These details can be found in the new text from line 425 through line 445. 
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You made some comments/suggestions about the terms “traveling” (line 382) and “Conclusion” (line 386). We have revised the text 
to correct the error. Traveling has been replaced by “travelling”; and  a new section called “Discussion” has been added.  The details 
about the change can be found in the new text from line 474 through line 566. 
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We replaced line 444 in first text with what is in line 532 in the new text: “The data on the dwelling space show that the subjects residing close to 
Savannah are more exposed.” 
 
 

 
 
We replaced “eradication” in line 444 in first text with “elimination” which can be found in line 562 in the new text: “as well as the training of 
health personnel in Mbuji-Mayi who are not seasoned to the principles and practices of HAT screening and elimination.” 
 


